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Submitted by the IRC Chair, Emily Drabinski 

 

Committee Members: Emily Drabinski (Chair), Bobby Bothmann, Min Chou, Susan Considine, 

Megan Heady, Joyce Jelks, Katherina Yoke Peng Lee, Haipeng Li, Evviva Weinraub, Janice 

Welburn, Damon Austin, Eugenia Beh (Intern), Eboni Henry (Board liaison) Michael Dowling 

(Staff liaison) 

 
International at Midwinter 

 

Seventy-seven colleagues from twenty-one countries participated this year.  In addition, 

nineteen companies from outside the U.S., exhibited.  Exhibitors came from Canada, China, 

France, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, United Arab Emirates, and United Kingdom. 

 

The International Relations Round Table hosted international colleagues with a get together on 

Friday afternoon.   

 

ALA, as a member of IFLA, provided space for the promotion of the IFLA World Library and 

Information Congress (WLIC) in Dublin, Ireland in August 2020.  The space also highlighted 

IFLA’s Library Map of the World which includes a stories section on how libraries contribute to 

the U.N. Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s.)  Currently there are no U.S. stories included. 

 

To that end, the ALA Executive Board approved a “Task Force on the United Nations 2030 

Sustainable Development Goals” is to create, and begin implementation of a multi-year 

strategic plan to increase awareness and participation of the U.S. library community of the 

United Nations 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) and how libraries and librarians 

and library workers around the world are key partners in their communities, societies, and 

countries in achieving the Goals.   

 

ALA International Membership 

 

ALA currently has 1,756 from 96 countries.  Of these a little over 50% are from Canada. 

 

IFLA Update 

 

The IRC was pleased to welcome Helen Mandl, Deputy Secretary General of IFLA, to 

Philadelphia for her first ALA experience.  Along with Governing Board Member Michael 

Dowling they provided and update on IFLA activities. 

 

Athens was the location of IFLA’s WLIC last August, and proved very attractive as 3,333 

delegates participated.  This included a very large delegation of 401 from the United States. 



IRO coordinated the U.S. Caucus, and Reception on behalf of the seven U.S. Associations of   

ALA’s exhibit stand saw constant traffic and the IRC would like to thank ALA leadership and 

members who volunteered to represent ALA at the stand. 

 

IFLA’s membership grew slightly last year and now stands at 1,550 associations, institutions, 

and personal members.  There are 280 U.S. members of IFLA. Currently there are thirty-nine 

ALA members who were nominated by ALA serving on IFLA Section Committees.     

 

IFLA is also in the midst of its Governance Review with the timeline to bring forward for 

adoption a revised structure by the end of 2020. 

 

IFLA continues to be the voice for libraries at international venues. IFLA drafted an instrument 

for discussion on preservation that took place at the World Intellectual Property Organization’s 

Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights on October 7th.  This is part of IFLA’s 

larger strategy to get support for a Treaty on Libraries and Archives. 

 

IFLA will has been participating in United Nation regional meetings around the world to 

highlight the potential of libraries as accelerators of growth and effective actors in the delivery 

of SDG’s development goals. And IFLA would like to encourage U.S. libraries to participate in 

The UN’s SDG Book Clubs. 

 

As a member of the International Committee of the Blue Shield, IFLA worked to create a 

statement from the Blue Shield expressing its grave concern regarding the threats by President 

Trump to target Iranian cultural sites as it is prohibited by the Hague Convention of 1954 which 

the U.S. is a signatory. 

 

IFLA will be unveiling a new Trend Report at the WLIC in Dublin. The Report takes a broader 

approach and identifies five high level trends shaping the information society, spanning access to 

education, privacy, civic engagement and transformation.  

 

The U.S.-Russia Dialogue on the Civic Role of Libraries in the 21st Century  

 

Through a grant to ALA from the U.S.-Russia Foundation, delegates from the U.S. and Russian 

met for the 3rd working meeting of the “US-Russia D



Sharjah International Library Conference 

 

The 6th



IRRT Activities  

 

IRRT Chair Richard Sapon-White reported on a number of IRRT activities and initiatives.  

The IRRT has a new webinar series directed to reach its international members.  The IRRT 

continues to sponsor an Emerging Leader, and for the fourth year in a row one of the projects 

selected by the Emerging Leaders is an international related effort.  The IRRT uses interest from 

its endowment funds to provide a Mission Enhancement Grant for a member-initiated idea 

which contributes to ALA’s role in international librarianship.   

 

RDA Toolkit 

 



 

American Library in Paris Celebrates 100 Years  

 

In 1920 the American Library in Paris (ALP) was established under the auspices of the American 

Library Association and the Library of Congress from the core book collection collected by ALA 

through American Libraries for the U.S. Armed Forces serving in France during World War I. 
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Resolution Celebrating the Centennial Anniversary 

 of the American Library in Paris 

 

WHEREAS, the American Library in Paris was established in May 1920 under the 

auspices of the American Library Association and the Library of Congress with a 

core book collection donated by American libraries to United States armed forces 

serving with its allies in World War I; and,  
 

WHEREAS, ALA continues to be connected to the Library through a 

representative on the Board of Trustees, and,  
 

WHEREAS, the Library is the largest English-language lending library on the 

European continent, with 4,500 members representing over 60 countries; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Library is a vibrant center for literature, learning, culture, and 

community providing programming and spaces that serve adults, students, 

children, and teens in newly renovated spaces; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the Library staff of the American Library in Paris provides 

exceptional programs including the Evenings with Authors series, the Visiting 

Fellowship, writing workshops for all ages, the Young Author Fiction Festival, and 

the American Library in Paris annual Book Award; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the Library has a long history of fostering cultural and artistic 

exchange between prominent writers and the global library community, now, 

therefore  

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the American Library Association and its eleven 

membership divisions and many offices congratulate the American Library in Paris 

and its staff on the 100th anniversary of its founding. 


