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June marks the halfway mark through a challenging 2020 marked by the COVID-19 crisis, a year when 
library advocacy has proven more critical than ever.  
 
Appropriations  
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Advocacy Response to COVID-19 2020  
 
COL’s focus on traditional library funding was put on hold when the coronavirus pandemic led 

Congress to focus on relief aid. PPA worked with Congress to secure the inclusion of library funding in 

the largest economic stimulus package in history, which passed March 27. Quick and sustained 

advocacy helped. The $2 trillion 
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ALA Policy Corps  
 
The 
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Congress to visit a local library this spring to show them how the library is transforming your community. 
ALA's public policy and advocacy staff can advise ALA members on how to begin working with the staff 
in your congressional district office. You can also find resources on ALA's website: 
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State Ecosystem Task Force 
 
The State Ecosystem Task Force is finalizing its strong ecosystems toolkit, which the task force will 
present during a webinar in a late summer or early fall. The task force will sunset after the presentation 
of the toolkit, but the Committee on Library Advocacy (COLA) has voted to create an ecosystem 
subcommittee to ensure that the work of the task force is sustained within ALA. COLA also finalized its 
best practices for advocacy websites, guidance that will be available as a web-based and downloadable 
resource from ala.org.  
 
Grassroots 

 
The COL Grassroots subcommittee helped to spread the message regarding Virtual National Library 
Legislative Day and encouraged participation in daily activities. Additionally, subcommittee members 
participated in submitting questions via webinars and testimonials via the advocacy hotline.  
 
Copyright 
 
The Copyright Legislation, Education and Advocacy Network (CLEAN) subcommittee met twice virtually 
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National Network 
 
In January 2020, the American Library Association (ALA) launched a robust advocacy pilot program, The 

National Network of Key Contacts (NN). Member volunteers serve the NN as issue ambassadors in support 

of all ALA member organizations and affiliates. Thi


