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The final spending bill passed December 19 added funding for libraries and averted a 
government shutdown. 
 
Level funding in the current fiscal environment is considered a win; increased funding is a major 
accomplishment. Library funding has steadily increased over the past three years. As advocates 
continue to demonstrate the impact libraries have on communities, ALA is in a stronger position 
than ever to start the FY2021 budget cycle. 
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registration, the authority of the Register to manage the Office’s modernization activities, and the 
robustness of Library of Congress information technology security as well as legislative changes 
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University) and the Library Copyright Institute, an IMLS-funded program designed to help 
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ALA secured funding and in December awarded more than $100,000 to 59 libraries nationwide 
to support their Census activities. On November 4, 
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ALA conducts Advocacy Training in Missouri 
In early October, Emily Wagner and Megan Cusick traveled to Kansas City to attend the 
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World conference featured an interview with ALA Executive Director Mary Ghikas, who 
discussed trends and challenges in developing digital lending.  
 
PPA and CMO together launched ebooksforall.org, home site for campaign updates and 
resources for libraries, including templates for spreading the campaign through social and print 
media, and featured examples of advocacy tactics from several library leaders across the country. 
State library associations and local public libraries across the nation continue to issue their own 
statements and conduct mini-campaigns as well, including executive op-eds in local news 
outlets, emails to patrons, and more. On October 30, two days before the embargo went into 
effect, ALA staff and others hand delivered more than 150,000 signatures to Macmillan CEO 
John Sargent opposing the company’s new terms.  
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interview-ready clothing. They also partnered with local barbers and hairdressers to help 
participants present their best selves at the interviews. Other libraries will be building 
partnerships with job centers or economic development councils such as the Carson City (NV) 
Library which will collaborate with JOIN Inc., a local workforce development organization to 
target job seekers to prepare application materials and hone their job seeking skills.  
 
ALA connects FCC Commissioner Geoffrey Starks with Boston Public Library  
During a visit facilitated by ALA staff, FCC Commissioner Geoffrey Starks, spent the afternoon 
of September 16 learning about how Boston Public Library supports job seekers through 
the Kirstein Business Library & Innovation Center  and its innovative programs addressing the 
digital divide, Tech Goes Home. Staff shared a story about one patron who enrolled in Tech 
Goes Home: formerly incarcerated for 27 years, a pa
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PPA holds workshop on contract override  
ALA hosted a contract override workshop in Washington September 19-20. With the leadership 
of Jim Neal, 24 participants investigated the challenges that licenses in the digital age pose for 
libraries of all types. The expert invitees included library practitioners from across the country as 
well as representatives from the Association of College & Research Libraries, American 
Association of Law Libraries, Association of Research Libraries, International Federation of 
Library Associations and the R Street Institute. Based on these discussions, a detailed 
articulation of the challenges and opportunities posed by licenses will be developed along with a 
policy agenda and plans.  
 
PPA welcomes AASL leaders to Washington  
The Public Policy and Advocacy Unit hosted a strategic planning and brainstorming session on 
September 6 for American Association of School Libraries leadership, PPA staff and other 
library stakeholders to explore how to advance school library priorities in Washington. ALA’s 
education consultants from the Penn Hill Group also participated in the event. 
 
PPA hosts UFL leaders  
United For Libraries (UFL) President Peter Pearson 


