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is to register their works with the U.S. Copyright Office. The legislation has not yet been introduced in 

the House as negotiations continue.  

 

	�&3� +$#���� ��� ((��(�5���%�&��#��

The U.S Copyright Office issued a 250-page report on the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) 

notice and takedown provision (Section 512) that has been in the works since 2015. Rights holders 

applauded the report, which urged for stricter rules for online service providers (OSP) if they continue 

to expect to be protected from third party liability for the actions of its network users. Under the 

DMCA, libraries that provide public access to computers are considered OSPs. The report made no 

mention of people who use the Internet focusing exclusively on rights holders and Google, FaceBook, 

and other large and profitable network provider tech companies. ALA has contributed to the numerous 

discussions, roundtables, and hearings regarding 512, arguing that good public policy should protect 

library Internet service and preserve fair use and first amendment rights in the online environment. 

Filings and comments can be found on the website for the Library Copyright Alliance (LCA), of which 

ALA is a longtime member.  

�
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Senator Tillis announced last year that the Judiciary Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property 

would be undertaking a year-long review of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act
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Early this year, Copyright Register Karyn Temple resigned to take a position with the Motion Picture 

Association (MPA). Maria Strong is now acting Register. To inform the hiring process Librarian Hayden 

is asking for public input on the knowledge, skills, and abilities most important for the Register.  

 

ALA supports a candidate that is more of an administrator than a copyright policy expert. The 

Copyright Office is undergoing dramatic change as they move to a digital infrastructure for registration 
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In Georgia v Public.Resource.Inc., the Supreme Court ruled that no one can own the law. In a 5-4 

decision, the Court held that annotations added to Georgia state statutes to explain the laws were a 

product of the state government and therefore in the public domain. Public.Resource.org is a non-

profit corporation that digitizes and makes available to the public materials not protected by copyright, 

including the laws and regulations of state and local governments. The Library Copyright Alliance (LCA) 

submitted an amicus brief that focused on public resource preservation of “the comprehensive 

government edicts doctrine, which provides an essential safe harbor from potential copyright liability 

for libraries as they fulfill their role of preserving and providing access to the cultural record.” 
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ALA staff and member leaders, along with staff from the U.S. Census Bureau, completed face-to-face 

and online programs in the lead up to self-response starting March 12. More than 1,500 people 

participated in six programs and webinars January through March 2020: 

 

• ALA Midwinter Meeting January 25: “2020 Census: How Libraries Can Support a Complete 

Count” 

• ALA Public Policy & Advocacy webinar January 30: "Responding Online to the 2020 Census: 

What Libraries Need to Know" 

• YALSA webinar February 13: "Engaging Teens in the 2020 Census" 

• Office for Diversity, Literacy and Outreach Services webinar February 18: "Census 2020 

Outreach to Communities of Color"  

• PLA 2020 conference February 28: 2020 Census Countdown: What You Need to Know Now 

• American Libraries Live! Webinar March 4: "Libraries and the Census" 

 

All online programs/webinars are archived and available. Other resources added since the beginning of 

the year include: 

• Updated Libraries Guide to the 2020 Census 

• Tip sheets related to counting college students; programming and outreach; online self-

response 

• Template letter for inviting elected leaders to the library to complete the 2020 census 

 

On March 11, Larra Clark participated in a radio tour of several targeted states to get the word out 

about libraries’ role in the census during morning drive time. The tour included five states and three 

national outlets, most notably a Fox radio news clip, which ran on multiple affiliate stations across the 
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PPA’s Census work has also drawn new financial support to ALA and libraries. Thanks to new partners, 

in April ALA awarded 
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some areas in response to COVID-19. PPA is working to support libraries in their efforts to inform and 

engage voters and to increase the visibility of libraries’ work to community leaders. Building on the 

new voter registration guide released in January, PPA and ODLOS co-sponsored a well-received voter 

engagement program at ALA Midwinter, and PPA is developing partnerships with other groups working 

on civic engagement.  

 

To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment, ALA formed a partnership with the 

Women’s Suffrage Centennial Commission to distribute 6,000 sets of suffrage-themed books to school 

and public libraries across the country. The application deadline is June 15. 

 

ALA has also joined as premier partner of National Voter Registration Day for 2020. More than 800 

libraries participated in National Voter Registration Day events in 2019. Interested libraries can now 

register to participate in the 2020 event, which will be held on September 22. 

 

In the coming months, ALA will provide additional resources to support libraries’ voter engagement 

efforts, and PPA staff will discuss voter engagement resources at the ALA Virtual Event session, “Library 

Advocacy & Civic Engagement During & After COVID-19,” on June 24, 2020, 2:30 – 3:30 pm CT. 

 

����&��7 '�(�"�� #�� �+���'�(�&&��#�����(#�#���'7����3�

On behalf of ALA President Wanda Brown and AASL President Mary Keeling, PPA submitted letters in 

support of school libraries and librarians in Minnesota, Connecticut, New Jersey and California. PPA is 

working closely with Chapter Relations, the Office for Intellectual Freedom (OIF) and other units to 

monitor and support legislative advocacy in several states, including assistance in using online 

advocacy software for state campaigns. (A joint OIF/PPA state legislative report is submitted 

separately.) With the suspension of many state legislative sessions in March and April and the 

shortened agenda for those that have reconvened, PPA continues to monitor legislation and expects 

several censorship bills to be shelved until next session. 

 

In February, PPA submitted a joint ALA/AASL letter to the Washington, D.C., City Council, opposing a 

proposed change in the staffing model for school librarians. Given the increasing challenges faced by 

school libraries, COLA submitted a proposal to AASL for a joint advocacy task force that will identify 

priorities for action, develop resources and offer training. The proposal will be reviewed by AASL’s 

board during its June 2020 meeting.  

 

To address concerns related to library funding cuts, PPA staff have given advocacy presentations for 

ALSC, United for Libraries, and Michigan Library Association, and co-hosted the first two ALA webinars 

on planning for reopening libraries during COVID-19. In response to member inquiries for guidance on 

reopening libraries, PPA created a web page that includes webinars, check lists and other resources to 

support local libraries with issues from staff training and phasing-in of onsite serviSP
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Member committee work also continues. The State Ecosystem Task Force is finalizing its strong 

ecosystems toolkit, which the task force will present during a webinar in a late summer or early fall. 

The state ecosystem task force will introduce the state ecosystem toolkit and highlight best ecosystem 

practices across library types and geographic areas. The task force developed and delivered 

recommendations for sustaining ecosystem work to its parent committee, the Committee on Library 

Advocacy (COLA). In addition to considering those recommendations, COLA completed a state 

advocacy scan and is using their research to identify best practices and make recommendations for 

ALA advocacy resources. The task force will sunset after the presentation of the toolkit, but the 

Committee on Library Advocacy (COLA) has voted to create an ecosystem subcommittee to ensure that 

the work of the task force is sustained within ALA. COLA also finalized its best practices for advocacy 

websites, guidance that will be available as a web-based and downloadable resource from ala.org.  

 

In collaboration with several other units, PPA is coordinating the national tour of libraries, scheduled to 

take place during the summer of 2020. 
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PPA has been working to redesign their state-level advocacy training program. Building on the success 

of Advocacy Bootcamp, Advocacy Academy urges attendees to expand the way they advocate for 

libraries. Typically held as a pre-conference at state and regional conferences, Advocacy Academy 

helps advocates to explore their assets and offers practical tips to build the support that library 

communities need. The training aims to empower librarians with skills to tell their library’s story and 

secure funding for technology, eBooks, and other resources; provide consistent messaging and an 

advocacy framework that can be used by libraries of all throughout a given state, and ultimately, across 

the country; and provide a mechanism for mentoring new advocates and creating a succession plan for 

advocacy. The first two fully redesigned Advocacy Academy events, scheduled for early April with the 

Maryland Library Assocation and the D.C. Library Association, were cancelled due to COVID-19.  

�
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On February 24, Emily Wagner and David Lusk, founder of Key Advocacy, joined National Network 

members in Albany, New York for their first in-person training. The training was held the day before 

their Legislative Day in the New York State House. They pair reviewed the various types of legislators 

an advocate can encounter and led an interactive discussion about message framing and how to make 

library stories appealing to lawmakers’ interests. They also took a deep dive into the importance of 

digital advocacy and how lawmakers are using social media to connect with their constituents. There 

was also time for some custom feedback to each advocate on how to optimize their outreach to 

elected officials.  

 

������������(���� �3�	��&(���$��#�����

On March 25 ALA announced the names of eight library and information professionals selected to 

participate in the 2020 ALA Policy Corps. The new cohort members are: ��������(��, Copyright 

Librarian, Assistant Professor, University of Illinois Library, IL; ���3��
����3, Research and Teaching 
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