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Privacy: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of 

Rights 
 

 All people, regardless of origin, age, background, or views, possess a right to privacy and 

confidentiality in their library use.1 When users recognize or fear that their privacy or 



confidentiality are explicit in Article VII of the Library Bill of Rights and implicit in its 

guarantee of free access to library resources for all users. 

 

Rights of Library Users 

 

Lack of privacy and confidentiality has a chilling effect on users' selection, access to, and use of 

library resources. All users have a right to be free from any unreasonable intrusion into or 

surveillance of their lawful library use. ALA and its members recognize that children and youth 

have the same rights to privacy as adults. Library users expect, and in many places have, a legal 

right to have their personally identifiable information and library-use data protected and kept 

private and confidential by anyone with access to that information. Libraries should never enact 

policies or practices that abridge users’ right to privacy regardless of their age, ability, housing 

status, immigration status, involvement with the criminal justice system, religious affiliation, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, or other forms of identity or status unless explicitly 

required by law. Even then, libraries should consult with legal counsel before abridging any 

user’s right to privacy.  

 

Libraries have a responsibility to inform users about policies and practices governing the 

collection, security, and retention of personally identifiable information and library use data. 

Additionally, users should have the choice to opt-in to any data collection that is not essential to 

library operations and the opportunity to opt-out a



appropriate, international law. It is essential that libraries maintain an updated, publicly available 

privacy policy that states what data is being collected, with whom it is shared, and how long it is 

kept. Everyone who provides governance, administration, or service in libraries, including 
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