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Resolution on the Importance of Sustainable Libraries/2 

 

Whereas libraries that demonstrate leadership in making sustainable decisions that 

positively address climate change, respect and use natural resources, and create healthy 

indoor and outdoor environments will stabilize and reduce their long-term energy 

costs, help build more sustainable communities, and thereby increase community 

support for the library; now, therefore, be it 

 

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members: 

 

1. recognizes the important and unique role libraries play in wider community 

conversations about resiliency, climate change, and a sustainable future and 

begins a new era of thinking sustainably in order to consider the economic, 

environmental and socially equitable viability of choices made on behalf of the 

association;  

 

2. enthusiastically encourages activities by itself, its membership, library schools 

and state associations to be proactive in their application of sustainable thinking 

in the areas of their facilities, operations, policy, technology, programming, 

partnerships and library school curricula; and  

 

3. directs the ALA Executive Director to pursue sustainable choices when planning 

conferences and meetings and to actively promote best practices of sustainability 

through ALA publications, research and educational opportunities to reach our 

shared goal of vital, visible and viable libraries for the future.  

 

 

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 

Sunday, June 28, 2015, in San Francisco, California  

 
Keith Michael Fiels 

Executive Director and Secretary of the ALA Council 

 

 


