


Statement of Purpose

This continuum and corresponding toolkit were created to assist state associations in
strengthening the library ecosystem within localities and states. At its most e ective, the strong
library ecosystem supports a diverse library community in speaking with a uni ed voice about
issues that are important to all members of the ecosystem in order to most constructively advance
the collective goals of the group. This may be accomplished by encouraging organizational
leadership to e ectively advocate in crisis situations, as well as proactively work to build a climate
of support so that all libraries are best positioned to serve their communities.

De nition

A library ecosystem is the interconnected network of all types of libraries, library workers,

volunteers, trustees, friends, foundations, and associations that provide and facilitate library services—for communities; K—20 learners;
college and university communities; local, state and federal legislatures and government o ces; businesses; nonpro ts; and other
organizations with speci c information needs.

A patron of one library is the potential patron of any other library at a di erent time of life or in a di erent location. No library exists
independent of the library ecosystem and, when we stand together in mutual support using common messaging themes that demonstrate
this interconnectedness, every library is stronger.

Audiences

This ecosystem e ort is intended to build internal relationships among all types of libraries and all their leadership/professional organizations
for the purpose of strengthening advocacy to a broad range of audiences including: federal—Congress, regulators; state—legislature, boards,
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