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Who can apply: Libraries of all types will be eligible to apply. 

 

How to apply: Each state will have its own procedure for applying for funds. Check with your 

state’s broadband office or the state library for more information.  

 

Administered by: National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) 

 

Broadband, Equity, Access, and Deployment Grant (BEAD) 

Additional information: 
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Who can apply: Examples of eligible entities include but are not limited to, state and local 

institutions of higher learning, state and community libraries, and Tribal schools and libraries 

 

How to apply: The window to apply will open in November 2022. Public Notice DA 22-1076, 

https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-provides-additional-information-concerning-acp-pilot-

programs, provides guidance to assist applicants who may want to apply for the pilot program.  

More information will be released when the application launches.  

 

Affordable Connectivity Outreach Grant  

Additional information: https://www.fcc.gov/fcc-establishes-affordable-connectivity-outreach-
grant-program 
 

Description: This program of approximately $60 million will support eligible partners, 

including libraries, in increasing awareness of the ACP 
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(2) designed to address a critical need that resulted from or was made apparent or 

exacerbated by the COVID-19 public health emergency; and  
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o The funds must be fully obligated by December 31, 2024, and spent by December 31, 

2026. 

 

How Libraries Can Benefit: Funds can be used to make necessary investments to expand 

affordable access to broadband internet for organizations, including libraries.   

 

Administered by: U.S Department of the Treasury 

 

Community Connect Grant 

Additional information: https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/telecommunications-

programs/community-connect-grants 

 

Description: This program provides financial assistance to eligible applicants that will provide 

broadband service in rural, economically challenged communities where service does not exist.  

 

Timeline:  

o The application window usually opens in the fall. 

 

Administered by: U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

 

Established Funding Sources 
Over the last two years, a plethora of new digital equity funding programs have become 

available but there also are established programs available that may be able to support your 

library's digital equity needs.  

 

E-Rate  

Additional information:  

 USAC E-rate web page https://www.usac.org/e-rate/ 

 ALA E-rate and Universal Service https://www.ala.org/advocacy/erate 

 State E-rate Coordinators https://www.ala.org/advocacy/e-rate-state-coordinators 
 

Description: A federal program that makes telecommunications and information services 

more affordable for eligible schools and public and tribal libraries. Public and tribal libraries and 

schools can apply for the funding yearly, and it provides discounts on telecommunications 

services, internet access, Wi-Fi equipment, and related costs like internal cabling.  

 

Timeline: 

o The next E-rate service date runs July 1, 2023-June 30, 2023.  

o The application process for recurring services opens in January 2023. 

o Refer to the USAC Applicant Process instructions https://www.usac.org/e-

rate/applicant-process/ for more details. 

 

Who can apply: Eligible K-12 schools, public libraries, and tribal libraries. A full list of eligible 

entities can be found on the USAC website, https://www.usac.org/e-rate/applicant-

process/before-you-begin/school-and-library-eligibility/. 
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