
 Different criteria and processes for assessing student learning outcomes; 
• Different distinct criteria and/or procedural pathways for students through admissions, 

enrollment, advising, commencement; 
• More than one degree title for the accredited program on transcripts, diplomas, bulletins, 

schedules, website, etc.; 
• Different limitations placed on transfer of credits in or between plans of study; 
• Different faculty assignments and loads; 
• Different criteria applied to faculty evaluation; 
• Different campuses with little to no student or faculty overlap; 
• Different administrative staff; 
• Different chief administrators. 

Resources for programs seeking Initial accreditation can be found on the Office for Accreditation 
website. 
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I.10.1 Requirements for Candidacy status for an additional program 

An application for Candidacy status of an additional program must be submitted to the Chair of 
the COA in care of the Office for Accreditation. The Candidacy application must include:  

• A letter from the chief executive officer (CEO) of the institution requesting 
Candidacy status for the additional program. The letter must also contain a statement 
that the institution understands that Candidacy status in no manner guarantees or 
implies that the program will be accredited or that accreditation is automatic at the 
end of the Candidacy period. A letter template is available on the Office for 
Accreditation website. 

• A letter from the dean of the school in which the program is located and, if 
applicable, the head of the program (director or chair), the chief academic officer, and 
the chief executive of the institution requesting Candidacy status for the additional 
program. The letter must also contain a statement that the institution and the program 
and/or school understand that Candidacy status in no manner guarantees or implies 
that the program will be accredited or that accreditation is automatic at the end of the 
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Instructions regarding the format and content of annual progress reports can be found on the 
Office for Accreditation website.   

 
I.10.5 Fees  

No application fee is required if the additional program is reviewed at the same time as the 
currently accredited program.  
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