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2010 Education Annual Minutes
From GODORT

GODORT Education Committee Minutes 
ALA 2010 Annual Meeting 
Washington Marriott - West End A 
Sunday, June 27, 1:30-3:30 pm 
Linda Spiro, Chair 
Lori Lester, Recorder 

Education Committee Members Present: Linda Spiro, Robbie Sittel,Tom Twiss, Lori Lester, Annie Cobleigh,
Dorothy Ormes, Lynda Kellam 

Guests Present: 
Cass Hartnett, John Hernandez, Marilyn Von Seggern, Kristina Boke, Marcy Bidney, Rebecca Hyde, Karen
Hogenboom, Michael Karabinos, Linda B. Johnson, Linda Whitaker, Kathy Brazee Bayer, Chris Granatino 
I. Welcome and Introductions 
A. Introductions – Linda Spiro welcomed committee members and guests. 
B. Attendance Sheets 

II. Agenda (approved online ) 

III. Discussion session: GIS Usage at Public, Special, and Academic Libraries led by Marcy Bidney, Head,
Maps Library, Penn State University; Michael Karabinos, Map Librarian, National Geographic Society;
Robbie Sittel, Government Documents Librarian, Tulsa City-County Library 
2010 Education Annual Discussion Questions 

Michael Karabinos from a special library discussed teaching National Geographic staff members introductory GIS
courses and showing them how to use GIS for their own research. He found the free ARC GIS Explorer version is a
good learning tool. Robbie Sittel mentioned her public library changed from GIS being available to the public to a
fee-based service which provides or customizes data for clients. One way she uses GIS is to provide visual data for
grants. Marcy Bidney re-established a GIS focus when she came to her academic institution which has a large
physical map collection. She is focusing on innovative ways to provide GIS services to campus personnel. 

In response to a question, the presenters warned about the tendency to trust a map more than other forms of data.
They want people to think about what maps do not show as well as what they reveal. Michael gave the example
that voter data maps by states look very different than voter maps by counties. 

The room layout and number of attendants were conducive to having one group discussion instead of breaking into
smaller groups. 
Key points from the discussion about the challenges of using GIS data include that there is a large learning curve.
GIS is also cost prohibitive for some libraries. Having GIS centrally located in the library can be a benefit to other
departments and is a neutral location. If it is located in a non-library department, there can be reluctance to pull
employees off department projects to send them out to help other departments with GIS needs. 

All speakers felt it was helpful to have other people in the organization know GIS. Marcy can refer people to a GIS
phone number on campus for support from IT staff. She also uses the number as her personal GIS helpdesk.
Michael says others at his institution who know GIS are a big help. Robbie's state has a GIS council that was
especially helpful for staff training when her library decided they wanted to establish a GIS program. 
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