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consult with rare book librarians, attend RBMS meetings, and seek advice from those 
who have been in the profession. These approaches are better than publishing a list of 
items that could target them for theft.   
 
McDermott commented she works with Etkin at GPO. The work with at-risk FDLP 
documents is really useful because the percentage of what is considered “rare” 
[McDermott has a background as a rare book librarian] is very small, but those items at 
risk for loss is much higher. Considerations for at-risk sources include condition issues, 
low production value, distribution in low numbers, or have been heavily discarded from 
depositories
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Etkin also shared GPO is creating a group to look at obsolete media. Previously,  
emulation hadn’t advanced enough to meet their needs but it could be reviewed again. 
 
Caro suggested that librarians work with their IT department to provide equipment for 
accessing floppy drives and also microforms. Many libraries have microcards without 
the ability to read that content, noting that aperture content [punched card with 
microform chip] is particularly vulnerable. 
 
Groome questioned requirements in place for libraries to provide the necessary 
equipment to view materials regardless of format. It was noted requirements vary by 
state. Etkin noted that an item’s treatment in reality varies from regulations and 
program requirements. This may be one reason for the mass de-acquisitioning occurring 
in libraries. It isn’t feasible to keep older computers in the library to access older 
formats. She also pointed out 


